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Tires Have a Shelf Life?

Radial military tires (including 37X12.50R16.5LT HMMWV, 395/85R20, 14.00R20,
16.00R20 and other military specific sizes)
Radial commercial medium truck  (including Group 3 truck-bus CATL-1922)
Radial and bias earthmover/off-road/material handling equipment/construction
(including tire & rim designation E-1/E-2/E-3/E-4/E-7/G-1/G-2/G-3/G-4/L-2/L-3/L-4/L-5
and CATL-1923)
Radial and bias agricultural rear (R-1,R-2,R-3,R-4) and front tires for
industrial tractors (I-3, F-3)
Passenger
Light truck
ATV
Garden
Industrial
Agricultural (front [F-1, F-2] & implement [I-1, I-2])
Solid
Bias military tires
Bias commercial truck

Tire Category
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Tire Shelf Life from Date of Mfg (Years)

Tires…

This goes for 
us vehicles in 
storage, too.

as part of 
your vehicle’s 

regular
PMCS, inspect 

tires for 

•	 cracks
•	 bulges
•	 damage
•	 low inflation

and 
•	 uneven wear

You’ll find more guidance in
TM 9-2610-200-14, Care, Maintenance,

Repair and inspection of Pneumatic Tires 
and inner Tubes (Sep 05) as well as 

your vehicle’s -10 TM.

Yes. Depending on the type, tires 
have either a 5-year or 6-year shelf 

life for Department of Defense 
ground vehicles. See chart below. 

For a specific 
tire NSN, refer 
to FED LOG for 
the shelf life 
code (SLC).

I’m 
wasting 
away in 
here.

I know 
whatcha mean. 
Our days are 

numbered.

The years 
have really 

flown.

Yep, that 
happens when 
you’ve only 
got a 5 to 6 
year shelf 

life!

As tires age, regular 
inspections become more 

important than ever!

Replace 
tires when 
necessary.
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The date of manufacture is identified by 
the Department of Transportation (DOT) 

code stamped on the tire sidewall. 

The code starts with the letters “DOT.”

The last four numbers in the string of 
characters indicate the week and year 

the tire was manufactured.

For example, a code ending in the 
numbers “5115” means that the tire was 
manufactured in the 51st week of 2015. 
So, that tire must be put into service 

no later than the 51st week of 2020 for 
a 5-year shelf life or the 51st week of 

2021 for a 6-year shelf life.

Shelf Life vs. Service Life

Tire service life is the cumulative life of the tire from when it is 
manufactured, then stored (shelf life) and finally put into service on a 

vehicle. There is no pre-determined service life for tires. This is because service 
life depends on many factors such as temperature, storage conditions, and 

use (load, speed, inflation pressure, impacts, road hazards, etc.).

Tire shelf life applies when a tire is manufactured and stored in a 
warehouse, stored as a tire/wheel assembly or stored elsewhere. The 

shelf life of tire/wheel assemblies with new (unused) tires is 5 or 6 years 
from date of manufacture of the tire. When a tire is mounted on a wheel, the 

tire shelf life still applies and the tire still ages.

Remember: 
the last four 

numbers for 

the DOT code 

only appear on 

one side of 

the tire.

look on 
the other 

side!

I’ve located 
the DOT code 
but I don’t 

see the last 
four digits!

For tires in service on a 
vehicle, tire manufacturers 
recommend replacing tires 
(including spares) that are 
10-years or older from the 

date of manufacture.

This recommendation 
applies even if the tires 
appear serviceable and 
the tread is not worn.

Week of 
manufacture

Year of manufacture


